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Why We Should Be Fleased.

LI here, Neéw  Yorker<! If you think T am
golng ta glowl the ol year out yol dre (TS

—
b_ tng o mlstake

hpnpoiat, 10 s 1l
comber Si=1 dan’t know
to exvlaim “Mia ocutpal™
to bope fon hetter things. Trodtion tells van
woily snekeloth ang ashes amd to biend
veppything as neatly as Fiu cio Yonu st
“0h, this poor lost yenr. Hew welpne haly to think
it 16 htis gonet How ovll and Tow neeless I h e
hoen!l  And to-think that I fm one yoar e
CPnls last vegrer ik invarinbly uttered by Uhe mew,
for the rogsbn that the dead year always leaves
the wimen oge veur youuger.d

Of eourse It wont do to be foo eptimistie, hoe
eriise optimlsm s so duil, Tn the Fauguage of W,
4. Gilbert: “on't the days seeun lank aml long
when all goes ¥ight, and dothing goes wrong?'
But onr thearrical gear, with all Tt sins of eoni-
missforn and omission, has #lven s good deal of
pleasure. We fieed not growl nntll Lave te-
cnited the fact that our theatres are L Tiese
the world, and that New Yorkers own a collection
of aetorE and jfctresses that arve oot to be equatled
by auy eity in the nnjverse. Glveu the play, and
Neow York will met it more intelligently mnd nore

\degoately than either London op Pagis. There is
o doubt at all about thate Onr seting fe fresh and
unsgophisticated, with uo frills abopt It Ong actors
i actresses—uniike those of London—don’t wisie
thelr time eatering to snobs and titles. Dukes and
things are not horve to distract the alteation of o
plagers from (Helr work, Honest work isin vogue
In this pietvopells, and the result sinoids forth
elear, crystalling, prismatic.

Just at present 1t is the netors; vaither than the
playwrights, that make New York's glory. The
qoor playpwrights are hidden In o fog that seelns
determined never to 1ft. The actors, however,
stand on a pedestal in keen and rirefled afr, in-
viting enlogy #dnd sptistaction,

Look at our Hst—with the lidies first, We have
fnd our sweet itle Maude Adams, lsping Shinke-
spears and causing the long-bakred obes Lo shviek
with disnpprovil becuuse she refused o tnckle
the reach-me-down traditfons that hedge in the
Bard, sad keep himh, unfortunaptely, ' the del-
drims. Can yon find the equal of Miss Adame any-
where? Answer quickly—one. two. three. You've
Jest; you ean't do i, We hoye ounp dnila Muariowe,
who hus stepped to the top of the ldder rhis yeat
Iy means of “Barbarn Frietehie,” [ .defly you to
point out & more exquisite eTyonent of everyihing
thut l& gentle, girligh, yaimg, Jeagite and winning
I dramatic art. Miss Morlewe would make the
Joy of any metrapolls. And ehbe is yours! Think of
thit and bé pleased with gonrgelves. You liave

that glmply Lolges with' em
thing Lo vesy & HHehe bt dn De-
why. “You are
every two mlantes, and

Bl
L

uver
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fosterad Ler art, which begai to gllmmer st & Lttle

SErial” matoee ten years ago, and dow glows
white and whrm.

You have your Minnle Maddern Fiske o congrat-
tinte yonrselves about. Mrs, Fiske is quite nolque,
and would be weleome wherever the Haoglish lan-
gnnge wns spoken. She gave you po “Tess” this
yene—plays like “Tess' ﬂnn t grow on gooseberry
hushes—but she did her hest to illustrate one of
the most vemarkable characters of Hnglish tera-
tire, one Becky Shorp. It was a during offorf, and
thousamds went to see it. You will find the ke of
Mre, Flske nowhere: Bhe iz yonrs—all yours., 8o,
for goodness' sake, be cheerful and give the old
year Its dues,

Ada Rehan s stlll alive, and you saw her in
“rhe Great Ruby.” There s a good dewl of geni-
e tear-moving pathos 1y the temporary sliente of
one of Amerlea’s most luminous ladies, I my pen
splashed easily in sorrow’s Ink I 'wonlil siy some-
thing touching while T wos on this subjedt. Bul
life I& too short for regrets. Miss Hehay is sl
sours, and I adeise you Lo wish Ler a hdppy New
Yenr, and plenty of them. Then you have Mrs,
Tesllp Carter, # surprizing ereature who ¢an ron
the gamut of the emotiops, and who is one of
Amerien’s newest sensations. Here s n woman
with temperament and that strange gifl of awak-
ening sympathy.

Mrs. Carter can move you till yenr marrow
wabbles. She enn make a whole nudience stand
up and shout. She is g revelation, and yon can
fintter yourselves that she belongs to the Ameri-
onn stage. Add this to yoor thaoks to the old
yeqr,

1 must hurry on, #is my list iz not ended.
Iiitle Anpnie Russell 2 one of ryour
ures, and while her art 4eems
sldce she has been “starring”
lovely Sus: with Miss Hobbs)

Thin
trens-
less  ethereal
(Compare e
it is never-

A the men! John Ihew,
who  ix seriHog down, oand o sllowlosg  daugh-
pirss tos grow up, ks st very muel the same old
John' Diew, tnd e has not falled 1o plonse in
SThe Teranny of Tears” 1f you didn’t like John
Drrow, he conld go anvwhers else. aul omalie a Wit
Sa pilease e Wim, awd be thankful that bhe is
Amerlenn,  You Luve young Soiheralse to cpmdit
yourselves awith, e all actor of whom oy
cotnty wight be peowl, and although lie has gliven
we u snrfeit of the vowidy D'Artsgnan  txpe of
Neto, D s invested 4l with o vefinement md
t grace that you wonbl seapeely dud In nuy otbier
netor. - Amd what abont GHIe{te?

Do’y lel auybody satenl Gillette away froi you.
Pul vonr awark on hinl, anl osee (At he sthas,
Dhiringe the year past Le hns stewsd Conai royle
for yom-and mide of hine a yery suvory dish In
vSherlock Holmes. He s ypours—ill yours. You
want to treat Wil with couptesy and deferenve, ov
oo will run away  and play eselusively for the
Prince of Walps, who pattontsed him when he
wont to London.  Before growllng, please  say
“Gilette—8herlogk—Holmes,” and you  will feel
mivel relleved. Then there was Nat Goodwin with
CNgthan Fale’” to moke your sensatlons ngreeabie.
This wis one Of the nicest features that fhe
eselbind vele bad o offer, and it was distinetly
amd lrrevoenbly Agerienn.

Flve I opadde you feel coxy® Are von gloating?
Dow't’ you thlik that evervililng bas its bright
shde, nped that optlmidin ean e used very effective
Iy do looking Backwarld gver the yoar that i= being
gatherml unth s predecessoras

Our splendid arrpy of tulbinl poos g Wy
toward viddgeming the et fhat the Afperiern play:
wright Is still Hard at work, dolng everything bt
_playwrlting, In the Inst of his aticles ofn the
American stage Mr. Williain Ateler, {o swhom 1
allnded some 7hme ago, vemarked: 0 sickensd
me to see all Ameriea crowding to see ‘Cyrano de
Bergerne,] while s noble and wobving Amerlenn
deaima lile Mr Jaomes A, Heroe's ‘Griffith Daven-
port' wus playiug to the most meagre honses,'"

I metee with Mro Avcher that the faddinm which
mude “Cerung’’ so strangely potent I one af the
teprific obstatles with which the nonadvertsed, un-
hoeraldied and undedorated American playwright has
to vontend. As for the “Rev. Grifith Davenport,”
wilie It bad nuiny noble and exquisite moments,
fts dreapy dissertations reddered Its supdess highly
fprobable. Sl 1 can’t belp (hinklng that If It
hnfd Been offered up, plus the boomlng thit was
given to the work of the forelgn Rostand, there
would have heen just as muvh FETET rur Ira sy
pess as for that of “Cyrane. “Cyrpne™ was 4
lovely thing fo read—a very unlovely thing (0
see misnnderstood by Mr. Muansteld—bot Its sne-
cess here was due tp the vory enpge ihat keeps
the Americean playwright in hondage—au sort of lagy
anil slovenly tendency to accept ready-wmde con-
clyslons. This is the rock upon which so wany
erltles come to grief.

But “Cyrano,” which liad Its Amerioan fneepiton
i 1EBS. 18 o thén bite compared with the whaolesile
jnundation of foreign plaze and “sdaptations™ that
litter this dying rear, Think of the farces thit
laye come to us from abroad: “Hecanse 8he Loved
Him S0, “Mlle. Wifi.” *“I'he Cuckog,” ““I'he Parpie
Ladys,” “The Manienre,” “The Girl from Muxim's,"”
“In Paradise,” “My luoocent Boy,™ “The Glvl in
thé Birpacks” nnd “Make Way for the Tadies'”
All these attractlons have heen ployed at first-
olass theatres, The home-mnde Tavees are searcely
notlesable—vrushid, i fact, Among them are “Me.
Smooth,’t “Why Stith Left Home,”" “Brown's .n
ot ! CA Straneer Ly a Bitange Land!' and *Uhat
Man.' I oonn find no others,

Pavse it fhls flgt of lvipoyted works, which 1=
perhaps milde rasher hastily: “Uhe Termogout,'
cAL the White Horse Tavenn'™ “Phe Groat Ruby™
“Lord and Lads Algzy, soePhe Thres Musketsors™
in Uwo doses. Iu H.amilum and by Grondy: *“Cul-
inette,” “Rupert of Hentzain,” “A Little Ray of
Sunsbive’ (what o little vay i wast, fMles
Hobhbs," “The Tyranny of ears,' ““The Maneu-
vers Of Jape,” “Wheels Within Wheels," “The
Ghetto,'! *The Only Way.”" “The Children of the

theless delectable.
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Ghetto,” “Robespierre,’” “The Blder Miss Blos-
som. ole., ete i

CAnd the works of American bivth?  “Nathan
Hale” “The Rev. Griffith Davenport.” “Citizen

Plorys,” “The Last Chapter,” A Young Wife,"
“Becky Shaep,” “Peter Stoyvesant,” "'The Dairy
Farm,” “Barbarn’ Fristehie’ “Sletlock Holmes.™
In thig ting little list, notwithstadding, there has
been himmenge success—a fact that whispers some-
{ling, don't you think? “Nathan Hale,” *"Becky

|
Sharp.” CBacbara Fristehls “Ben Hur,”" *Sher-
luek Holmes™ and “The Dolry Farm'' (which, false
#s it was to teal padioral Hife, pleased Tonrtesnth
streel), #ll dtteaeteld attention.  Iu other words,
oeshindt of the Ameplean works succeaded.  Tu the
fmported st [ don't think there was anythilng to
woal “Barbara Frieteble' or “Sherlock Holmes ™
But, of course, I mustn'l say (oo moelh, o I shall
have hooks lcled at me gshowing how each attrm=
tion onemed to one ulltion dollirs and cloged to
two milloups. 1 shriuk. afcighted, Lefore the
wallgn  Cstatement of pecelptis  They are aboat
s aomnsing the out-of-towa  criticlsms  with
which epriain maupgers regale me cacll week.
Muy 1 ask thew on the eve of the new year I
‘they will kindly refrain in folyre? My wasto
praper hasket e =0 crowded!

iIlE

o comde opera and musical colnedy we linve held
one own nleely—rather: tho. nicely. We have haid
“The Three Dragoons,'
e CPapa’s Wile” (half American, hall Erench,
entitely sucepsstull, ““The Three Little Lambs" and
Wihe Ameer’” These have had nothing te cdn-
temd  with hut “A Greek Slave.”” which they ut-
terly routed without the slighves! difficolty. We
Tave wlzo had favee comedy ke By the Sad Seu
Waves,” “8Siz Hopkins,” “Ihe Man in the Moon®
and the Weher & Fields productions that were horn
here. But on tbe whole onr galaxy of actors gnd
dctresses 13 fitted abirond.  Most of them take up
the  pliys predented by some London  prototype.
But (he chbing yeuy Jeaves with ns David Belasen
and Clyie Piteh, the twh conepituots playwrights
of to-day. Mg Belaseo's npine has stood Tor so
wany successes Lhat it = nnnecessary Lo et ion
theus,  Mr, Fiieh Wos glven us dorving the past
vear hoth “Nathan Hale” and “Barbava Frietoelis,”
He has every reason (o fegl proud of Lhwself, nnd
we have great resson to foed proud of Lilm,  As
for Bolasco—1 helleve he oould make a suceessfol
play out of the Encyelopaedia Biltanalen oy the
teleplione book. He copld scent a drama in o
aoap advertisement, and make n thrilting tragedy
from the real estats colnmp of A Bewspaper,

The subifect of Ameriean drgnia is not one for
undiuted optimism, but with, Belisco nud Fiteh
cherighing us, and felling ns to cheer np aod look
gay, there Is mo reasen for uiter despalr. The
gooil time will come whenthe public will suy of
a pluy like “Cyranc:'” “A very prefiy enrioshiy,
it nothing to wwake fools of ourselves over:” when
Frével furees with thely Dedsteads will be re-
garled as uniatelligible with their array of hnpos-
qible ‘chiracters, and thelr idess so forelgn 1o
Amerivan notlong: when comedies like “Wheels
Within Wheels'” will be given by independent the-
atres for the benefit of those who appreciate faw-
dry eleverness withont =oul, and when American
stars will gay to Amerlcan playwrighta: STFIE me,
because yon nusl undeistand me best. Pinero,
Haddon Chamliers, Cirton, Geundy are admirable
fn their way, but 'L rely upon you to please our
masses.”

{ amh not golng to growl the old year ont. We
finye enjoyed ourselves fosi the same, Many of
the forelgn plays hive been better presented in
New York than in London, That means n good
desl, doesn't 1t% Think of getilng a play written
in London for lLondon actory, ind seeing it done
better in New York! We have had some splendid
produpetlons to be thaukful for, and we have seen
scenie art brovght to Its perfection, as In “Ben
Hur,” and st e managemient vedoced to 3 fne
geience, as in Sherlock Holmes,” We are not sm
the toboggan lde of decadence, The pose of de-
goneration al ays reads well and means lttle,

Men have thought in every age, the age however grand,
That milken streams sn age before flowed gently thirough
the Tand..

A Hindred years from now, when you and 1 are
— wlhierever we are—(hoo-hoo! boo-hoo! please wenp)
some erltie wiil probably be deploring the fendency
of the times and referving to 1899 as one of thoss
bright, pure, Intellectual years when merlf was
appreciated and all efforts were wholesome. Our
worst plays may be boiled mutton and caper sance
to the dramas that are then presented. We are
just as good, and better, thin those that have gone
before us. “The good old days' are a frand. They
weore not nearly a4 nice as these. Take my word
for it. We have had our fun out of flie old year.
We are gratefiil {o ft. We will not weep because
it is gone.  We will not ery “Min cnlpa.t  We
will say “Tra-la-la! Pra-la-n ! —just as though we
were in the chorus of a comic opera, walting to
troop on untll the star had finished her littie song.

ALAN DALEK.

“The Singhig Girl,™" V'O§-.

‘By Cholly Knicherb.

— VEN for 1h# bolidoys, New York hns beon
l: more than - moderntely gay, ond  there &

promise of wueh to come.  For oncee i will
Be ool thnt the old adnge of A swallow does nod
wake o Sumimer ik Been verilled.  There have
been deparviures, nud the Ieaving of Colonel and
Mrs. John Jacol Astor nnd Mres. Adolph Ladenlurs
on Wednesday sl che sulliog of Mes (iver BLT,
Balmont yesterduy have been sociul anlstortiues,
but there are stil sufMiclent people (o keep the
Hzoeiety pol a-holling It wis known some thue

ago that Mrs Joln Jacoh Astor wonhl #all anid
prEs Lhe Winter wonths fn o warmer cllmate. Her

Nttle sun s very delieate, aod of late especialiy
she and Colonel Astor lhnve been vers anxions
about Wim, He idst be kept in Lhe apeén as ouch
A& possible, and the Winters n (he Noeth are oo
severe for hinl, San Morlliz propiises to De vious-
ally gay, wndl the month of Jatinary there will see
cotlllons and snow fTestivals and goll. 'The alr 1=
so dry that one does pot feel the cold,  Me sl
Mips, Freank Lowrapee will joln Colpuel and Mrs,
Astor & ltile Inter, and there will be a trip down
the Nile aud a stop at Caire in February, wheh
the Egyptinn capital shall be at the helght of lis

glory.
': slde i 1s sald to e very dull at Niee and on
the Riviem. Toung Willie Vanderblle awd
ks wife have teen il very little socially, and
have oceiipled sl thelr time o long excarsions
along the consl, and wre now going throngh Epaln
in thelr antomobile,  The Vallunt is 10 be at thelr
servive doting. the latfer past of Tanmary. Mrs
Oltver Belmont and hor son, Hurold Vanderblit,
will bave arrived at that time. Mps. Belmont wiil
take in Hogland and Blenbeim oo her way o the
Riviers. Mr. Belmont will jpin her very shortly.

- - -
NOM precent letters received from the other

The booklngs: for the January sailings have heen
quite heavy, oud migoy people Wive foand B fm-
possible to get away dn good silps with comfort-
Mk,

able aecomuotniions, Belmont wis obllged
o selze a favorable It was quiteé a Blow
to anclety, which was looking forward to the New
Year dance. Tt was peally Mrs. Belwont who eh-
gineered the wonderful Gonld entertsinment aod

maide 1t the soclal suecess It achieved.
- - -

HE entertalument to which socielr I= now
T Inoking forward is the cotiiton which will be
gliven by Mrz, John Dréexel ot Sherrs’'s on
Jdurney 8 Mes, Direxel lns sapldly come o the
froit In New Youk soclety. Iler carserat Newport
Iast Sunmes was trinhphaid, and Mrs, Astor lad
choten her for one of the guests of her Grst state
dinner of the Winter. 1t i rather Interesting to
look at the lst of Mre, Astor’'s guests, especlally
at the first dinner. 1t slgoifies anuch 1o fashion-
ahle women, os It shows on what Hoes Mg, Astor
will srrange ber campalgo. The Direxel position
in New York Is not only sssored, but Mrs. Drexel
will be what is called “a jeader™ if such an &r-
rangement can now exizt in a grear metropolitnn
centre, Thers Bave been rmmors concerping. the
beanty und costllness. of the favors at this co-
tillon, and it 18 snld thuat Mes, “Johu™ will see
Mre, George. Gould ove, bettei.  Soclety ks wlways
i an acceptable mind where glfts are codcerned,
and now thera Is & rush for Invititlons. More
than the old Seventy-five will be asked, as there
Bave been flve hundred curds jssued, and Mys,
Drexel has taken such paing with lrer 118t, which
Mrs. Astor has supervised, that these five hundred
will constitute generpl soclefy and the cream of
the sets. Miss Fell and Miss Paul, of Philadei-
phige, will come oyver for the cotillon, and the vet-
wrid of the dance, Ellshw Dyer, Je., will lead.

- - -

HE party ot George Vanderbilt's broke up
T thie week, and the Twomblys have come
back to towm They will sall shortly for
Furspe. The George Vanderhilts ave 1o he here
itleo 1o o few duys, and Biltmore will e closed for
the seuson, The patty wis very (uicl, and the
st of giesta was confined striclly to the faniily.
'Fhere was the usual Christmas tree for the len-
ants #nd a celebration ln ihe great ballroom on

Chirlstmas Day.

- - -

IKEN I beginuing to look up. The Tommle
Hitclicorks have arrivedl, #nd the hunting
sepson hae begnn.  Mojor and Mre. Mallery,

Mr, and Mrs. Walter Dodge, Misa Eunstis are nll
nt thelr coftages. My, and Mrs: Clineh Smith are
gxpected shortly. Mr. and Mrs. Butler Dunoan,
Mr. snd Mrs, Pred Beach, Mre. Duncsn Hillott and
Mra, Gouverneur Kortwright will arrive Inter.

ILLTE VANDERBILT, 8R., arvived from

\x; Haot Spelngs and went immediately tod
more, wheres he passeldl  Christmas w

Wis byother, Willle arrived here at the end of t
week.,  Jusf at present s will pot joln his s
and danghter-in-daw ou the “otbher side.” ax fam
ity complications wonld engue. Ettanette mnst he
ohsorved atall costss . Mre. Vanderbilt for the pres-
ont remming i this eonniry.

- - -
1 RBE STUYVERANT FISH I8 ersdited with
: / settlng up a0 conrse of Satordsy evenlug

entertulnments which sgre 1o bave the com-
plexion of o salo. There will be little vaode-
ville shows and stmple plnys of the smateur order,
In which Harry Lehr, Othio Unshing and Emily
HofMman will danee; and the nsual sociil varfety
performunee bo givem. Murray Younz is 1o be
asked Lo repest his very nmusing mpeisonation
of Queen Vietorin, which has not been seen for
two yenrs, and Stwoford White will do o pas senk
These wefs muy be more 0F less familiur, even to
the geéneial publle, but they are dear to the honrts
of the elect, The Fish enterfaluments will be
halled as the savhig of the season.
A."l\ resolved after thelr muosieale on Toeslax
ot to give any more large enfertainments
thid year, In thelr place theyr will have daoys at
whicll, of course, the best of music will e henrd
and the visiting Hst pruned, Other muosicales ol
still I the afr. avd thers are whispers of one 10
e glven by Mre. George Gould jast beTore Lent,
at which Calve wiil zive gn aet of Carmen In the
little thedtve at Georglan Court.
- - -

"I"'II'F. list of futures B not very large, huat there

LJ
IS8 DE FOREST and Miss Callander lave

are plenty of =mall eptertulnments. Mra

Astor will give her nngual ball at the end
of the month, gnd she will dave a double cotlllon,
with Harey Lelir nnd Blshe Dyer, Jr., as lenders,
There will be a dinner dance for Miss Laurd
Swann aud another for Miss Clara Bryce. The
week to come Is fillsd with the meetiogs of dane-
ing classe=. Tnesday eveding Wwill dee the second
Junior Cofillon at Sherry’™s and the third Fort-
nightly a6 the Waldorf-Astoris.  On Fridoy will
be held at Delmonivo’s the frst of the Knleker-

hocker danoes,
N\ Jind., She will then proceed to Caivo, where

lshe f& to mest lisr two unmarried daugh-
ters, who have just pald a long visit to Lady Cur-
zom., Mri Lelter did not go to Indls, but after
hier daughters’ departure from Hogland returned
tmmethitely to this country. The Leiter girls have
made great goclul successes for themselves in the
Fast, nnd there are sitlll romors that they are
Iwth engaged to young English noblemen, ‘“'hey
will pass part of the Winter at Calro, be In Lon-
don iw the Sprivg and come over for Newport by
Juls.

- -

-
IS LEITER salls on Wednesday for Eng-

- L .

S 5000 a% Bubr Vanderbilt was christened Cor-
A pelins and his wife and little family left
for ibe South, svhere: they will remain for
gamme weeks The Christenlng on Cbhristmas Day
wasqulte a Hitle fete, although the list of guests
only Incliuded members of the family and very in-
timaie feiends.  The Vanderbllts were pepresented
by Mr and Mrs. James A, Burden, Jr., and Mr.
und Mrs, Duve Hennen Morrls, and all the Astors,
of conrde, wers present. Mrs. Cornellus Vander-
bikt, Sr., and her sons and daughters passed the
Christroas very qualetly ag thelr resldence, Fifth

avenue aud Fifty-seventh street.

- - -

HE holiday week has not Jbeen g very hrlllisnt
T one ot the opers. On Monday nlght there
was 4 very small gudience In the boxes and

the parterre looked extremely dismal, Ou Wednes-
dny the audlenpe was betfer, aud Mrs. Drexel and
Mre. Fish and Mrs. Astor saved the slination on
Tridny, which is becoming the second fashilonable
night, Mrs: Ogden Mills has appeaved very little
thils sepson at the opern. She Intends to sail af
{iie close of the zeason, snd she will be abroad
quite o long time.

and opened thelr Fiflh avebue hotime. Tt

will only he for # short time, howeyver, as
thelr fwo elder doughters ayre abroad for the Win-
tor and the whdle famlly will medt In Culro in
Fehpuary.  In the meantime Mrs. Morton will glve
a few small dinners, Last week she give one
very bundsome afsir of this kind. The Mortons
ontertained o the country over Christmas

TUI-: Levl P, Mortons have retorned to town

-
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dinners gud »
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Cantacuzene. Mrs . or is
royal favor at all l.e courts
one of the few Am =rloan wom.
able to hold 2o distingulshed 3
Conglnent and Ia Fngland. The
difficulty between herself and the
was more or less a fabrlestion.
however, has ouly & second clas
roralty. and lives for the most ,
where she Is entertained by the Ame
Afrs. Palwier 18 a great favorite with
Ituly snd g persond grata at the court .
- - -
RE, OGDEN ARMOUR gave a larg:
M In the holiday week. Mrs, Armour b
a great patroness of the opera and
ale [n Chlengo, and it was she who first gay
chon Thompeon ber bearing, and it was w
help that she was sent alwoad to stmdy.
chon Thompsgen’s suceesz at the Opera Com
well kunown, and to-dny she Is ‘ane of the
prima donoss sbrozd. Mrs. Armour often
dellghtful muslicales, and she is as well kno
New York soclety as in Chleage.
- - -
RS. GEORGE PULLMAN, the widow: of
M pulace cir mpagunte, has passed much
her time at Long Branch and in the Th
sandl 1slapds, where she hos benotiful Samn
homes, She bas not been seen much Iln sodle
sinee the death of her husband. Her eidest dang
fer, Mrs. Carolun, of San IPranelsco, has been !
New York this Winter as the gnest of Mp
mopn Oelrichs.  Mr, aud Mre. Wihllam ¥
ure travelling nbroad. Mrs, Pullman 15 ¢
who huz achleved great social success
eral geasons she was in London with her
aid luter in Ituly and on the Continent
tertains dellghttn]ly.. e
RY. CHATFIELD TAYLOR is
M of Sepator Farwell aud the |
Reginald de Koven, Bhe w
great beauties and belles of Chiles
her marrlage, and she is now Mne ¢
ular of the FounZ MiZlroms, Hic GRe vl @
nuently in New York. Blhe has written se. 2r
short stories and wislds a clever pen, and Is, I
sides, one of the best golfers in the West,
- - -

HE week which has piassed was, as has beo

T stited previonsly, very gay. The largest en

tertainment was thut given by Mr, and Mrs,
Auson Phelps Stokez In honor of their danghter,
Miss Mildred Stokes, last Toesdsy evenlng. It
wis n bal poudre for the younger set. The giris
alone appeared with powdered halr, the men s
daving to trust themselves or their locks io the
halriresser. There was a pretiy cotssion, with
swuslng Christmns tuvors, led by Alexander Hasi-
dep and Miss Rigkes., They made s weoll matched
palr, both belng very tull. The girls wore all

gowted in white, trimmed with holly, and they

waoresholly 1n thelr balr.

The Elixir of Life

T wanl 4 great deal hare balow,
we want it earnestly and want
1t long. _Theré Is an ‘adage to
the econtrary, but Lo say ona
thing and mean something else
happens to everybody, how-

ever devout. Now hers comes Professor
mtchnikoﬁ'. who last week entertalned us

with the announcement that he had found a

Jymph which fills part of the bHL So much

the better, It is in the eating.of the pudding,

though, that the proof of it lies. We remem-
ber Dr. Schenk. We haye not forgoiten Dr.

Brown-Sequard. .
We are willing to believe that the sex of

‘ildren can be ~Tanged in the cradle. But

should llka to see it done, We are willing
Hlieve that decrepitude can be rejuve-
atedl. But we shonld like to see the process
at work. It Is that which the Professor pro-

‘poses., He says, or is reported to have sald,

that old age can be prevented, We are of the
same opinion. By way of remedy an early
demise seems to us sovereizn.

L TMHere are, however, devises léss summiry.

Lin Euglish specialist, who dikd réecently at
an age which was generally regarded as very
voung for him. maintalned that longevity
"mmslsted i omitting evm'snthlng which we
lHke o Go and in dolng everything which we
don't. We dgreed with him also, The things
- which we like to do are either iniquitpus or
-inmﬁau, unless they happen to be both.

A.nnther ‘Epecialist, a German (his time,
stated coincidentally thal the secrat of long
life ponsizted iz matrimony. By way of evi-
"tlem he exhibited a lot of gentenarians all’
‘of swhom were widowers, But the exhibit
_showed, or seemed to, not that mAtrimony is
weonducive to longevity. but, rather, that the
AT wlw survlves matrimony can survive
anything.

Mtﬁm wag another spacm.li.st. not Eng-
Alsh o German, but French, who had fdifferent
;rmeiﬁu for different people. To one he as-

o cﬂ*)!ﬂ hiz green ol age 'to the fact that he
\zﬂtk dontinuously In his cups,  To another he

.wﬂ it was due tn ‘the exercise which he gnt

“out. ol thiashing his creditors, Ladies were

“tuld t,ha;t th:ene wwa rmth!m; mm- makln; A

A%
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ft. It was the faculty of belng always
amused.

That, we take it, 18 the right one after all,
Others, better informed, have thought other-
wise, The Blixir of Life represents the quin-
tesserice of a dream which many smart peopls
Have enjoyed. IL hajllucinated the great
Alexander. He tramped about India to reul-
ize-it. It vigited Bacon. He tried to find the
ingredlents. 1t perplexed every ohe of the
masters of the sciences known as occulf.
They were all after [t. In additlon It inter-
ested a gentleman much nearer Lo us than
‘any of these. Thereby hangs a tale,

Thyough the wide leisures. and rigld were-

monial of the court of Spain once upon a
time there lounged a page. He was voung.
impudent and abominably good-looking. A
princess smiled and beckoned. That was
enough., There and then he was sent 10 an-
other world, to & better one, to the tropics
which Columbus had just found. He landed
at Haytl, or rather at Hispaniola, as the isl-
and was then mors musically knowm. ani
with easy gallantry assisted in eliminating
the native, Caesar used to create a solitudes
and call it Peace. Spain used to do the same
thing and call it Clvilization. In furthering
her designs the voung chap learned that on
& neighboring island there was gold galore,

Tt oecurred to him that If he got the gold he
might get the princess also. Through proc-
esges with which 1t ls idle to encumber this
story he succesded. When he left that island,
which to-day i= known as Puerlo Rico, he had
gold to melt, ¥

Between those senftences thers are years.
There are torrents of blood, There are all
the clvilizing influences of Spain. Ineldentally
the young chap had grown old, Whether he
reme’mher‘éd the princess is ﬁrnhlem_zrh:. That
he missed hls good looks is clear.

And here the plot thickens. Meanwhile he
hnad heard that a little (o the north was a
land on whicli spouted a fountain whose
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waters effaced old age, - To recover his youth
he sailed that way. Wenre we writing fiction
we would go arrange as to let him find the
fountain, ind his youth, find the princess ten-
der and true, or, bhetter, perhaps, in view of
his rejuvenation, find her daughter and even
her grenddaughter more to his taste.
‘ But this is not fiction. It is the history of
Ponce de Leon—not the hotel at 8t. Augus-
tine, but the adventursr after whom it was
named. That fountain was not found by him,
but Florida was, and with it, not youth, but
fame.

There 14 veal longevity for vou, the one and
only way to balk the grave. The production

The End-=0f=the=Century Woman.

By €lla (Wbeeler {Dilcox.

7 . X : 1] i J
Here at the end of nineteen hundred years
They tell us woman is a creature “new !”

Methinks she always/like herself appears,

This human opal of the changing hue.

She is as l'impid as thie 'mo

rning dew,

Yet is she ofttimes wiser than the seers.
What man daressay he reads her through and through, Touched with the flames of two 0pposmg spheres,

Here at the end of nineteen hundred ycars?

She is made out of honey

A

and of rue;

She is made out of laughter and of tears.

Regarded from whatever point of view,

Methinks she always like herself appears.

She is a thing of many hopes and fears,

Of many virtues, yet of vices, too.

This human opal of the changing hue.

The same as when men fought for her with spears . An angel or a demon, false or true

Is she l;o-d‘ay who leads

Yet always,_ when some closmg cpoch nears, |
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them on to sue,
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~As man may fashion her.
: W:ll harken and be warned Yf.'_.l: thcy are few,

Hcm at the end of m

He who has ears

By Edgar Saltug.

of it, though, presupposes brains insteadl of

cerum and luck in Yeu of lymph. In the cone .

junction of thoge two 1itle things is the gecret
of life, and it is just because they are hard
to get together which makes the elixir rare,
The Ingredients which Professor Metchnfloff

is compounding may or may not prove more

or less eficaclons, vet in ény event we should
prefer the others every trip. .
No matter, though, about that. The polnt
i that death is not as bad as it might be. It
has its inconveniences, of course, but them
S0 has life. The easiest way to avoid them is
to tie a knot in your handkerchie{ as a ree
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minder that they exist and then forget thenmi

entiraly. Old age is the outcome of ¥ears,

and years count double when they don't count

quintuple te those who allow themselves to
be porturbed. We none of us can change the

course of events, and a good prescription 18

in our private practice we have

net to try.

obtained excsllent results from a simple prep<

aration made of egual parts of healh and
indifference. L

Another, quite serviceahle also, which tl.
contadned in Tepnyson's pharmacaposis, ‘eon-
sigts In recognizing that fretting and fussing,
wars and panies represent bul the bicker of
gnats In the glare of-a million miilion of sUNK,
Which, being translated, means ' that '.g
ghould not take our own importance too sorl
cusly. And quite logicelly, for it lnourm
over it whieh, biting at the cells of the bn.tn.'

p

gnuws there, until there is nothing left tn,:-..

nihble.

They we die, ‘and it 1s best that we shonll
1f #¢ didn't the world would become ove
populated in no time, and there would not I:lr
enough to go ‘round.

Apropog to all of which it is mmoml in
mythology that there once was a people who
had'ne worries and whe had also the privi-

e
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viinor adds that they killed themselves “rom
s ennul. The moral of the stor*
"6re not put hers to b~
spire, aspire

e



